
      Six painters,
          based in London and 
   the south-east,   
                   invite you to take part in 
                       The River, 
        an interactive 
     painting project    
                    making waves  
          in Sun Pier House 
     for three weeks 
      in January.

The River

 8th-28th January 2018
  Sun Pier House Gallery 

The Medway, like all rivers, 
has always affected the lives of those 
living in its vicinity. What is it about water, 
the river, that proves so irresistible to humans? 
Like life, it flows and ebbs – 
and is unpredictable.

The River is an exploration of nature, 
history and the meaning of the Medway 
to the community of Chatham. Like the 
Medway, the exhibition begins with a 
wellspring of energy, with the six 
artists’ initial paintings, made on site, 
becoming the starting point for a 
large mural inspired by the river – 
and created with members of 
the public.

The River provides a unique 
opportunity for the whole 
community to contribute 
to this collaborative 
art project.

Sun Pier House Gallery           Medway St, Chatham, ME4 4HF,  01634 401549

 For workshops and project information email:
theriver.workshop@gmail.com



The River
Your invitation...

This January six artists and alumni of the Royal Drawing School will be working on 
‘The River’ a project at Sun Pier House Gallery. We will be based in Chatham for a 
3 week long project engaging with the river and its waterside community. We would 
like to invite you to join us by taking part in workshops that will contribute to the 
collaborative painting we hope to build throughout January. 

Each session will be led by practising artists and tutors who have taught at a number 
of notable institutions including the Royal Academy, Whitechapel Gallery and The 
National Gallery. 

Taking part in these workshops will give you the chance to create drawings and 
paintings based on the river and imagery from the local area that will be assembled 
and built into a large accumulative collaborative painting which will continue to 
grow over the three weeks.

These workshops will provide a unique opportunity for the whole community to 
contribute to a contemporary exhibition and innovative collaborative project. 
On the evening of the 26th January, we are going to open our doors for the finished 
exhibition of the painting which you are invited to come along and see.

How to book your workshop
We will be running group workshops that accommodate up to 30 people per 
session, from the 8th - 26th of January. There will be workshops on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, with two workshops per day, flexibly operating at 
10-12noon and 2-4pm.

To book your workshop, please send as soon as possible an e-mail indicating your 
preferred particular date/s to: theriver.workshop@gmail.com 
and we will send you a school booking form.

Materials are provided and there is a cafe with toilets at the gallery. Workshops are 
free but donations are welcome. Each artist has an up to date DBS and we can help 
with writing any risk assessments you may require.  

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Best wishes, 

The Artists
  Alison Boult, Katie Brookes, Nikki Gardham, Rebecca Harper, Kathryn Maple, Elizabeth McCarten

Sun Pier House Gallery, Medway St, Chatham, ME4 4HF,  01634 401549



Alison Boult studied a degree in Fine Art at Farnham  and later studied at the Royal Drawing School on 
the postgraduate ‘The Drawing Year’. She works from her surroundings and often takes influence from 
stories, mythology and film. Alison has been involved in shows in London and New York including the 
Columbia Threadneedle prize, the Royal Academy Summer Exhibition, the Painting Show and Footfall Art 
Window pop-up. She has partaken in Residencies in Italy, London and Iceland. Alison lives and works in 
London.

Katie Brookes was born just outside Manchester, grew up in Belgium and then came to London to study 
at Camberwell College of Art. Katie then studied at the Royal Drawing School where she became a 
teacher on their Young Artists program and started teaching independently across London. 
In 2016 Katie had a painting in Elle magazine UK and has had sculptures featured in the Barbican shop, 
London as part of the Magnificent collections exhibition. She has recently finished at the Turps Banana 
Painters’ program and has had a few notable group exhibitions in London and Paris.
Katie lives in Rochester and works in London

Nikki Gardham is a painter, born in Essex, now living and working in London.
She is an alumnus of the Royal Drawing School, having completed the postgraduate Drawing Year in 
2013. Nikki exhibits regularly in London; previous exhibitions include shows at Christie’s London and 
Dulwich Picture Gallery. In 2017, she was selected to exhibit in the Rabley Sketch Drawing Prize. 
Since graduating, she has been a tutor for the Royal Drawing School’s Young Artists programme, teaching 
at the National Gallery, Royal Academy, Fleming Collection and Foundling Museum, among others. She 
is also a freelance art educator, planning and delivering practical art and discursive workshops privately, 
for Dulwich Picture Gallery and other public galleries across London.

Rebecca Harper received a Postgraduate Diploma at the Royal Drawing School in 2013, after having 
graduated with a degree in Drawing & Applied Arts at UWE Bristol. Rebecca has since been Faculty of 
the Royal Drawing School facilitating drawing workshops at various Arts Centres around London, The 
Saatchi Gallery, The V&A museum, The National Gallery, The Whitechapel Gallery, Cass Arts Islington, as 
well as for pop ups at Strive festival, Southbank Centre and Selfridges. After Living and working through 
Bow Arts in Erno Goldfingers iconic Balfron Tower, London 2014, she was awarded three months Artist 
in Residence. Both Teaching and painting at the Modi International Institute of Fine Arts, India, followed 
by Artist in Residence through Harper Collins at Latitude Festival and the Ritz, London. Rebecca Has 
recently exhibited in various group shows in London including The Times Watercolour Prize, The Art Car 
Boot Fair Vauxhall, the Turps Gallery; She was Commended at The Ruth Borchard Prize 2017. Along with 
a solo show of her works in West London 2015 she has exhibited at, Paper Cuts- Transition Gallery, The 
Threadneedle Prize 2016, Christies London and Internationally Christies New York. Her work is in various 
private and public Collections. Throughout 2018 Rebecca will be continuing to produce work for the 
second year as part of the Studio Painting Programme at Turps Banana on The Aylesbury Estate, London

Kathryn Maple studied Printmaking at Brighton University and undertook a six month residency at The 
Muse Gallery on Portobello Road before completing the The Drawing Year at the Royal Drawing School 
in 2013.  Kathryn won the 2014 and 2016 Sunday Times Watercolour Competition and has exhibited at 
the Marmite Painting Prize, Beers Gallery, Jerwood Drawing Prize, Lynn Painter-Stainers Prize, at 
Christie’s International for ‘The Best of The Drawing Year 2012-13’, and at the ‘Betweenlands’ an 
exhibition hosted by Blaine Southern in 2014. Kathryn is an occasional visiting Tutor on the Royal 
Drawing School’s Foundation Year Programme. She is currently living in South London.  

Elizabeth McCarten studied Painting at the University of Brighton before completing The Drawing Year 
at the Royal Drawing School in 2013. Elizabeth won the Young Artist Award 2017 for her painting, ‘The 
Boboli Gardens’ in the Sunday Times Watercolour competition. She has been awarded residencies in 
Italy and Scotland and is a tutor for the Royal Drawing School’s Young Artists programme, leading weekly 
drawing sessions for 10 - 14 year olds that have a particular emphasis on drawing from observation. She 
has taught across London at various locations including; The Royal Academy, The V&A Museum of 
Childhood, The National, Saatchi and Whitechapel gallery amongst other locations. Elizabeth lives and 
works in London.

The Artists

The River


